
Central High School Parent Advisory Council (PAC) Meeting
April 12, 2021
Attendance: 60 participants (via Zoom)

DJ Adrian Perryman opened the meeting with music on a difficult night. PAC Co-
Chair Sunny Kase opened with a welcome to all and an invitation for everyone to mute
themselves and put questions into the chat—and to find your way to translation support
(Spanish, Hmong, Karen, Somali) by clicking the globe icon at the bottom of your Zoom screen.
Speakers tonight should please try to speak slowly and clearly (like Obama!) tonight to our
amazing MINT translators. Sunny emphasized the importance of coming together as a
community in the wake of the death of Daunte Wright yesterday.

Sunny introduced community organizer and CHS graduate Anthony Galloway who was just
returning from a vigil for Daunte Wright—who asked us all to say his name and center his family
and community right now. Mr. Galloway uplifted Daunte’s mother (Katie Wright’s) words tonight
to “reject any narrative that takes away from the sweetness and amazing person Daunte was.
He was loved, and brilliant, and deserves respect. Don’t let this be a passing moment of
grief—we need to support this family and fight for justice in the weeks and months to come.” Mr.
Galloway noted that this is something he learned at Central—we aren’t just there for one
another when times are good, true community means standing by each other in the midst of
great difficulty too.

Central Restorative Practices Lead, William Hill, thanked all for showing up on a difficult night.
He is humbled to be a servant leader at Central tonight and moving forward. Mr. Hill led the
group in a moment of silence and a breathing exercise to center/calm/focus us all. He closed by
sharing (and repeating) the seven assumptions of Restorative Practices. (Happy 7th
Anniversary to Mr Hill and his wife tonight!!)

Sunny shared that Mr. Hill and the HUEmyns of Central (Special Committee of PAC organized
around racial equity) have collaborated to create and produce t-shirts for all Central students to
be distributed in Quarter 4. The shirts read “Hate is a Virus” and the first tenant of Mr. Hill’s
Restorative Practices is printed on the back. Sunny shared her gratitude for the partnership and
work Mr Hill and his RP student leaders are doing at Central now and as more students return
to in-person learning.

Next, Sunny provided a review and highlights from the Parent Fair at CHS on April 2 (a
collaboration with Title 1/Coach Scott Howell, HUEmyns of Central, and CHS). A special thanks
to APs Salma Hussein and Gene Ward for their support. And to all the Central facilities staff and
teachers who helped make this event safe and successful. Huge gratitude and credit to CHS
facilities team—and in particular to Head Engineer, Kris Hartman. More than 100 WiFi hot spot
devices were distributed to families/students (as well as school supplies, backpacks, food from
local/community food trucks) and translation support on-site allowed for multilingual parents to
ask questions or get information about the many changes/transitions happening at Central for
their students right now.



Both APs thanked PAC leadership for collaboration on the event which she believes was done
in a way that honored all Central families. Coach Howell was grateful for a plan that came
together with PAC/HUEmyns of Central so quickly AND SAFELY. Community came together!
There was amazing food! Parents and families showed up and found resources to support their
students to be successful at Central. Coach Howell also shared a hope that we could try to do
this event again! Sunny noted that SPPS Superintendent Joe Gothard stayed through the entire
event to connect with families—and credited the school and all involved for bringing the
community together (especially families who have had difficulty connecting) and doing it safely
during an incredibly challenging year.

Coach Howell gave a Title 1 update. The focus in the coming months will be the budgeting plan
for Title 1. Coach asked all parents to please complete the survey on the CHS website (under
the Families tab) to help make decisions about where Title 1 funds should best be spent in the
coming year.

Principal Vang couldn’t be at tonight’s meeting as she is meeting her new grandchild
(congratulations to all!). She did send one important confirmation: CHS Graduation Ceremony
will be held in person at the University of Minnesota’s Roy Wilkins Auditorium on June 7th.
Details to follow. Other administration updates were shared by AP Salma Hussein and AP Gene
Ward. Staff and counselors are working hard to prepare for students to return this week. Special
focus on listening/working with/orientation for incoming 9th graders who will enter the building
for the first time this Wednesday (including Covid-safe tours of the building, a focus on
social/emotional learning and activities and an introduction to the Restorative Practices). AP
Hussein also wants to communicate that Central will intentionally hold space for students to
process the grief and loss that is going on in community right now in the wake of violent events
in Minnesota. She also gave a thanks to PAC for providing face shields to all staff ahead of
students’ return on 4/14. She also appreciates the t-shirts for all students from HUEmyns of
Central and the RP team; we will continue to focus and benefit from the groundwork that has
been laced by the Restorative Practices team moving forward. AP Ward is excited to have
students returning—and he wants to reassure parents and families that all hands are on deck
(facilities, scheduling, staffing, safety/emergency) to support students. Central staff is working
hard to help ALL students find success at school.

Sunny thanked all the CHS teachers, staff, and administration for all the work they are doing to
prepare for the return of many students this week. She also shared an update on behalf of
Career and College Resource Counselor Zoey Haines (zhaines.ach@spps.org): On Thursday,
April 22 from 6:30-8 PM, She will be hosting a Virtual Future Planning Night. This event will be
targeting juniors, but of course it’s open to anyone! She’ll be covering different postsecondary
options, the college application process, financial aid, and more. There will be interpreters in
Spanish, Somali, Hmong, and Karen, and she will record the event for families to watch later.
Here’s the Zoom link for the event: https://zoom.us/j/91015765972
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PAC Secretary Stacia Wick shared a brief update on behalf of Outreach Team/HUEmyns of
Central. The mission of HUEmyns of Central is to center racial equity and addressing
opportunity gaps. HUEmyns of Central meet on the 3rd Monday of the Month at 7:00 via Zoom.
The Outreach Team is a small group of parents focused on supporting multilingual families at
Central (including making communications accessible to all, providing translation support,
resources and access to families whose primary language is not English). The next meeting of
the Outreach Team is April 26 (Monday) at 7:00 via Zoom. To make sure you receive a Zoom
invitation to either (or both!) of these meetings, send an email to huemynsofcentral@gmail.com

Central Senior Grace Moberg shared on behalf of National Honor Society about a just underway
Air Purifier Fundraiser (led by Grace, Ella Isaacson, Maddy Oakes, and Ava McCallister). This
fundraiser will go live very soon and PAC is hoping to vote tonight to approve a match of up to
$8,000. The project goal is to provide air purifiers for all interior rooms (no windows/limited
ventilation systems) at Central. This would be a vast improvement over what is in place
now—and prioritize the classrooms that need it most. This group of Seniors is motivated to
make the building as safe as possible as soon as possible (and they’ve researched what other
districts in major cities are doing). They also sought out/sight feedback from parents/families
about their concerns about the return to school in Quarter 4 (45% of respondents named
ventilation as a concern). There are about 20 rooms which would immediately benefit from air
purifiers. The scope is all windowless rooms with a 1-year supply of filters (maintained by NHS
students). The GoFundMe link is here:
https://www.gofundme.com/f/central-high-school-air-purifiers

All are invited to share and donate!! Ms. Arneson will be staff lead (hopefully leading fundraisers
in future for new filters) and expect to see a communication blitz via Central’s social media
pages this week. Note that a question about the selection of a vendor for these purchases was
raised in the chat.

Amy Shrank (PAC Treasurer) shared a summary of 2020 Budget items not spent due to
Covid-related restrictions including the following budget lines: Planners ($5,000);
Freshman retreat ($5,000), Buses/field trip transportation ($5,000), Equity/Inclusion Efforts
($4,000). Amy also reported that PAC Executive Officers agreed to reallocate some of those
unspent funds and partner with Title 1 for the April 2nd Parent Fair (PAC’s contribution was
$6,553) and with Restorative Practices Leadership to create/purchase t-shirts for all students
(with $5,455 contributed by PAC). There are no teacher requests to approve at tonight’s meeting
(two pending requests required more information and will be voted on at the May 3 PAC
meeting). So far this year, teacher requests funded have totaled $6,435 and the current PAC
account balance is approximately $70,000. Amy closed by reporting that the PAC Executive
Officers are recommending that the full PAC approve the NHS Air Purifier request of a match for
funds raised by NHS up to $8,000.

Sunny called a vote to approve up to $8,000 of funds to match the NHS Air Purifier fundraiser.
Discussion of how vendors will be selected was heard. The measure passed with no votes in
opposition.
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CHS Parent and Graduation/Senior Party Committee leader Kathy Tait shared an update: as
Principal Vance noted, an in-person Graduation Ceremony will be held at Roy Wilkins
Auditorium on Tuesday, June 7. There will be NO Graduation reception held at Roy Wilkins
either before or after the ceremony that day. However, Kathy’s committee is working to partner
with the school around the Senior Class Picnic (perhaps the weekend before graduation). This
would be a celebration for ALL Seniors and they are working with the school district to
understand the parameters of how this can be done and done safely. There is also an effort to
create “swag bags” for all students to receive along with their diplomas on June 7 (or for bags to
be delivered to students after that date). The Graduation Committee will meet on Tuesday, April
20.

PAC Co-Chair Cherise Ayers closed the meeting at 8:00 by sharing James Baldwin’s quote: “To
be (Black) in this country and to be relatively conscious is to be in a rage almost all the time”.

Next meeting of the Central PAC is May 3, 2021 at 7:00 (via Zoom).

Respectfully submitted,
Stacia Wick (PAC Secretary)


